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TCCTA Publications Committee

Thursday, February 21, 2008
Fairmont Hotel, Dallas
Members Present: Carol Lowe, McLennan College; Jeff Stringer, Austin Community College; Toni McMillen, Paris Junior College; George Jackson, Collin County Community College (Frisco campus); Teresa Beasley, Panola College, and Suzanne Morales-Vale, Central Texas College.
Others present included TCCTA State President Terry Mouchayleh, Austin Community College; Carole Hawkins, Assistant to the Executive Director,  TCCTA; Danita McAnally, Amarillo College, past president of TCCTA; and Mark Hanna, Amarillo College, who previously served on the Publications Committee.
Minutes – Motion Carried
George Jackson moved to accept the minutes from the previous meeting, Suzanne Morales-Vale seconded the motion and the motion carried.
Old Business
Carol Lowe questioned whether Learning Communities should continue being listed as a potential topic for a Messenger article. Discussion ensued regarding learning communities as a Quality Enhancement Plan, and career clusters as a trend that will greatly impact community colleges in the coming years. Terry Mouchayleh said she will ask for an article from Don Perry or Lee Sloan.
The international travel vignettes continue to be listed as an article topic, and Dr. Kay will be approached about contributing to the article.

The committee set June 15 as the deadline for obtaining the needed information.
Career Cluster Study – Motion Carried
Toni McMillen made a motion to begin a study of career clusters (career pathways and to include the topic in a blog on the TCCTA website). Jeff Stringer seconded the motion and it passed.

New Business

Blog Participation
In the October meeting, the committee requested clarification about the use of campus email accounts for participation in TCCTA blogs. Toni McMillen suggested adding a disclaimer regarding the blog statements, and Danita McAnally helped with the wording of the statement, which reads as follows:
Comments and views in this publication reflect thoughts, views, and opinions of individual members and guests and are not necessarily the views of the Texas Community College Teachers Association or its member colleges.

Toni McMillen made a motion to place the disclaimer on the website in the blog section.  George Jackson seconded the motion, which carried.
Discussion continued regarding member participation in blogs and the value of the blog as a communications tool. Some college firewalls apparently are blocking the TCCTA website. For example, Danita McAnally was not able to vote in the TCCTA elections from her campus computer.
The blog section should use the term “post a comment” to encourage participation, and the most recent comment should be posted at the top.

Campus communication was another topic of new business, and Teresa Beasley asked committee members for ideas. Danita McAnally discussed a program in use at Amarillo College whereby people are asked to identify five things that work well and five things that need improvement. Toni McMillen said her campus has held meetings with tabletop discussion of areas needing improvement. Carol Lowe said her college administrators host open meetings for discussion. Jeff Stringer said Austin Community College hosts “Yak and Sack” meetings. He said the buzzwords at ACC are “shared governance.” It was noted that the concept of “bottom up” and “top down” for surveys were inappropriate, indicating that administrators are at the top, with faculty at the bottom.
Use of Titles in the Messenger
Carol Lowe noted the inconsistency style when the Messenger uses academic titles for some members and does not use titles for others. She advocates the use of the academic title of Ph.D. or Doctor for all who have earned the distinction, and at a minimum for the Messenger to maintain consistency in using or not using titles.

George Jackson made a motion to urge TCCTA to ensure consistency in the use of academic titles in all printed publications and the website.  Jeff Stringer  seconded the motion, which carried.
Meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.
________________________

Teresa Beasley, recording

