Publications Committee
1:30 p.m., Friday, October 10, 2008

Present: Carol Lowe, Mark Hanna, Lee Grimes, Suzanne Morales-Vale, Toni McMillen, George Jackson, Teresa Beasley

Visitor: Revis Bell, Richard Moore, Carole Hawkins, Steve Billingslea, Fred Newbury
George Jackson moved the committee accept minutes of the February 2008 meeting, Lee Grimes seconded and the minutes were approved as circulated.

Old Business: Article on career clusters. Follow up.  Mark Hanna encouraged the committee to continue pursuing the topic. Richard Moore said TCCTA is linking with TXPOD.org to provide professional development opportunities for faculty.  It’s an online repository for articles and information on professional development. Carol Lowe will get information and follow-up with email to committee members. (Carole Hawkins said a blog entry has been posted on the career cluster topic, and a Messenger article will appear.)
International Travel vignettes. Committee reviewed submissions for the vignettes and agreed to continue to develop the article for The Messenger.
This year’s theme is “Community Colleges – Building a Better Texas.” Go to TCCTA.org/sr (social responsibility) to find out more about TCCTA’s involvement in green building, citizen building, bridge building, (international travel – diversity on campus.) Repository of best practices.

Lone Star College – trip to Thailand. (Ask for a summary.) Teresa Beasley will ask for info on that topic. Toni McMillen will ask for a summary from a colleague. If we gather too much information for publication, we can include at the bottom of the article to see more information on the website. (Include an invitation for others to post their own experiences.) Invite people to post to a blog while they are actually on the trip.

We should check the blog and share that information. Carol suggests we ask Carole Hawkins for a publication schedule so that we can provide the completed article.

Toni moved we remind TCCTA staff to include a disclaimer on the blog. George seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.
George said he’s encouraged by the statistics on the blog with 11,000 plus people looking at them. Some people are saving them to folders on their own computers. They all have the same subject line – TCCTA Blog – need some sort of subhead for a subject line. (Carole Hawkins said they are working on that.)
George Jackson moved, Mark Hanna seconded that we ask Carole Hawkins to set up the blog so that a title of the blog entry can be the subject line in the email. Passed.

George asked if the disclaimer should be included with the blog that’s sent via email.  Discussion ensued that a blog is personal observation, not official TCCTA policy. George asked if someone prints one out and takes it to a meeting, someone might ask where it comes from. The disclaimer doesn’t take up much space. The concern is that people might consider it to be official TCCTA policy. George Jackson made a motion that we check with Richard and Carole to meet with committee at the February 19-20, 2009 conference about whether we need a disclaimer at the bottom. Lee Grimes seconded.
Toni McMillen mentioned the fact that sometimes when we click on the words “click here,” it takes you to a list rather than to the specific article or item that clarifies the information. Committee members encourage writers and editors to consider the importance of clearly defined links for Messenger articles.
Suzanne complimented the blog entries as being on target, succinct and unbiased. Committee members agreed and agreed by acclimation to thank the staff.
New Business:

2008 analysis of possibilities for ORP/TDA site.

Carole Hawkins explained the wide variety of ways TCCTA is using the website to communicate. In the webstats, visit durations and file types information shows that people are hitting the images that are links to other locations. Images, jpgs, java scripts, mobs, pvts are moving video files. The number of hits is fairly significant. The sound bites on the convention page were extremely successful. Carol Lowe said with all the video phones and other websites that offer videos, it’s good to be providing those options on the TCCTA website.

We have grown exponentially with the blogs. We have grown from 24 to 64. We sat all of last year with about 12. Carol said the next time she sends out the blog, she will add a note to encourage people to join TCCTA and to join the blog.

Carole Hawkins said the “bridge building” portion of the social responsibility part of the website would be a good place for the travel vignettes. She added that our liability insurance covers us with instruction wherever it takes place.

Carole Hawkins said the disclaimer is not up yet. She said people are reading the blog but people aren’t commenting yet. She said there are not yet any opinions to disclaim. Mark said you will know that you are making an impression when you start to get differing opinions on the blog. 
Visitor Steve Billingslea, from Mountain View College, said he doesn’t see the need for a disclaimer on a blog because a blog is, by definition, an opinion. He said to have it set up so that when you print out the blog, make sure the disclaimer appears as part of a template printout for the blog. He’s communications chair for the DCCCD and he is considering putting a “subscribe to the blog” or “join TCCTA.” Suzanne mentioned the Chronicle for Higher Education’s website that will only allow people to read a complete article if they are members. (Membership promotion.)

Carole Hawkins said TCCTA’s editorial policy will eliminate the use of academic titles to avoid future problems.

Teresa Beasley suggested a Messenger article and blog entry regarding the ORP situation with regard to the current economic crisis and to consider strategies for various age groups. As more people in ORP continue working even after retirement age, job openings are drying up for younger community college educators. Suzanne seconded. Motion passed.
Toni said job posting page did not seem to be current. Carole Hawkins said HR direct is a link that takes you to every community college.
George Jackson moved to adjourn. Carol Lowe declared the meeting adjourned.
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