Publications Committee

Thursday, February 23, 2006

Members Present: Dr. Carol A. Lowe, Chair; Dr. Rebecca L. Tate, Vice Chair; Teresa K. Beasley; Mark L. Hanna; Judy S. Hart, and Timothy Mark Taylor.

Others in attendance for portions of the meeting: Terry Stewart Mouchayleh, Vice-President, TCCTA; Scott Nelson, Associate Director, TCCTA; Larry C. Allen, President, TCCTA.

Meeting was called to order at 2:20 p.m. by Dr. Lowe. Minutes from the October 2005 meeting were reviewed and approved by the committee with one name correction by Dr. Rebecca Tate. Judy Hart moved for approval with a second by Mark Taylor. The motion passed.

In the discussion of “Old Business” on the agenda, Dr. Lowe asked for comment about the feedback loop for the TCCTA website. When Dr. Tate requested clarification about the difference between feedback and the existing forum, Dr. Lowe said feedback is designed to provide a link to the issue, for example legislative matters, benefits, dual credit, and others. Teresa Beasley suggested a link on the home page with feedback to link to the forum to encourage discussion. Dr. Tate requested that the forum be regularly updated with the links checked because of advertising-related and other types of links that have been placed on the site. Judy Hart made a motion that the Publications Committee members take responsibility for monitoring the forum on the website for one month each and report inappropriate links to snelson@tccta.org. Dr. Tate seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. Teresa Beasley volunteered to monitor the site for March, Judy Hart for April and Mark Taylor for May.

Teresa Beasley questioned whether or not the name of the Publications Committee should be changed to reflect the online communications tools being used by TCCTA, but Dr. Lowe and others said a change to “Communications Committee” might cause confusion.

Dr. Lowe discussed ongoing problems with receiving TCCTA emails because of firewall systems in place on her campus and possibly others. Other discussion about the TCCTA website involved the cost of maintaining it through a third-party contractor because of the time constraints on the TCCTA staff, and possible ways to defray those costs.

In other Old Business, the Committee discussed the planned article about textbook prices. Mark Taylor discussed the profits made by campus bookstores, and Dr. Tate said textbooks sold in campus bookstores are a significant profit center on some campuses.  She said the article needs to be fair to the publishers and explain options that publishers offer. She moved that the article be accepted for publication in April, and Mark Taylor seconded. The motion passed.

Mark Taylor suggested a possible topic about mentoring and learning communities and the under-preparedness of students coming to community colleges. Some statistics show that as many as 60 percent of high school graduates require developmental work in reading, writing or mathematics.

President Larry Allen stopped by the meeting and encouraged members to visit the exhibits, with a reminder that 20 percent of TCCTA’s total revenue is generated by the exhibits at the convention. He also talked about the vital support given to TCCTA by State Representative Geannie Morrison, who fought during the last session of the Texas Legislature to allow TCCTA to present viewpoints about the importance of the core curriculum. He also thanked members for their service to the association, which is run by three fulltime workers supported by a strong corps of volunteers. Specifically, he praised Dr. Lowe for serving as a campus representative while serving on a statewide committee, and Mark Taylor for his extraordinary recruitment efforts that netted more than 80 percent of the professional members on his campus.

In other business, Dr. Tate asked for committee response regarding the publication of articles that have already appeared in other venues, with the result being that if the content of the article is applicable to the audience of The TCCTA Messenger, it doesn’t matter if the article has appeared elsewhere. She specifically referred to an article about developmental education. Dr. Lowe appointed Mark Taylor to be in charge of exploring options for a future article on the subject. Dr. Lowe and Judy Hart will be responsible for making the article more generic and having it ready to run by the committee at its October 2006 meeting.

Finally, the committee reviewed and discussed the Membership PowerPoint presentation that was on the agenda at the October 2005 meeting and agreed that it will serve as a useful recruiting tool.

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.

Teresa Beasley, filling in for Recording Secretary Richard Elam

