Publications Committee

Friday, October 6, 2006

Members Present: Dr. Brenda J. Stubbs, Chair; Dr. Carol A. Lowe, Vice Chair; Teresa K. Beasley; Mark L. Hanna; Judy S. Hart; George N. Jackson; Jon Luckstead; Rebecca L. Tate.

Others attending portions of the meeting: Danita L. McAnally, President, TCCTA; Richard Moore, Executive Director, TCCTA; Revis L. Bell, State Secretary, Executive Board, TCCTA.

Old Business

Teresa Beasley discussed the ongoing problem with receiving TCCTA emails and opening attachments.  She reported that she was unable to open the PDF attachment to a recent email from Richard Moore.

Judy Hart mentioned that we still need an article on “Learning Communities.”  She mentioned that she would be willing to collaborate on it, and Teresa Beasley and Rebecca Tate expressed their willingness to collaborate with her on the article.  George Jackson agreed to ask one of his colleagues if she would be interested in writing an article.  He also asked if everyone defines “Learning Communities” the same way: two or more courses from different disciplines taught together.  He reported that he had seen the term used to mean different things, and suggested that a definition be included as part of the article.

Dr. Stubbs reported that the PowerPoint presentation, “Join TCCTA!” was now up on the TCCTA website.  This presentation should serve as a great tool for use by campus reps in promoting membership in the TCCTA.  Dr. Lowe reported that this presentation was developed by last year’s Publications Committee based on a presentation that Judy Hart had developed for use on her campus.  A search of the website to locate the presentation was unfruitful until Richard Moore came in and informed the committee that the link to the presentation was contained on the “Archive” page, and the link to the “Archive” page was at the very bottom left of the home page.  Rebecca Tate suggested that “Archive” sounds like “old stuff.”  George Jackson reported that most organizations have an “About Us” link prominently displayed on the home page, and suggested that the TCCTA might want to do the same by putting the PowerPoint presentation here.  Teresa Beasley suggested that a better name for this link might be “Why Join the TCCTA.”  She suggested that many useful things might be contained there besides the presentation.

Dr. Stubbs mentioned that the TCCTA website needs a lot of work, but the three staff members of TCCTA are so busy, they just don’t have time to work on it.  She asked if it might be possible to outsource some of this work, but acknowledged that money could be an issue.  Someone mentioned that 20% of our revenue comes from exhibitor bookings for the convention, and Revis Bell reported that the convention bookings were looking good with many exhibitors already committed.  He also reported that membership was up this year, so perhaps money wasn’t quite as tight as it had been in the past.

Dr. Stubbs discussed that, at the February committee meeting, members had agreed to monitor the discussion board postings, as there had been a recurring problem of inappropriate postings on the website discussion boards.  Rebecca Tate pointed out that she had done this and found inappropriate material to be mostly advertisements.   Richard Moore stated that he was now checking this daily and the problem would be resolved shortly.  George Jackson suggested that we create a “Member’s Only” section of the website that would put the discussion boards behind a firewall requiring a login to access.  Teresa Beasley mentioned that access to the “Member’s Only” section could be a great marketing tool.

New Business

The proposed article, “My Transition from the Classroom to Cyberspace,” was discussed at great length.  Dr. Lowe made a motion that we decline to publish.  Rebecca Tate provided the 2nd.  The vote was unanimous, and therefore, the committee recommends that we decline to publish the article.  Dr. Lowe noted that this article was not submitted anonymously.  She reported that all articles are to be submitted to this committee anonymously, and that she would remind Richard Moore of this.

Dr. Lowe discussed the issue of the TCCTA publishing material that has been published elsewhere.  She reported that Richard Moore had expressed some reservations about publishing anything that had been published previously.  Jon Luckstead mentioned that we needed to make sure that we have permission from the previous publisher.  George Jackson asked if there was a standard practice among publishers as to copyright ownership.  Does the publisher or the author own the copyright?  Mark Hanna reported that most publishers required an assignment of copyright from the author to the publisher.  Teresa Beasley asked if we have a form that prospective authors fill out when submitting an article that makes the author certify that all material in the article is the author’s original work.  Mark Hanna suggested that such a form could also provide a checkbox that designates whether the copyright is assigned to the TCCTA or retained by the author.  Richard Moore rejoined the committee and was able to enter this discussion.  He pointed out that the TCCTA retains all rights to all articles unless specifically negotiated otherwise with a particular author.  The TCCTA does not have a form to be submitted by the author with the article.

Revis Bell suggested that the TCCTA Messenger provide more information about the content of each article on the front page, more than just an index.  He expressed that many may not be reading the articles because nothing grabs their attention.  George Jackson pointed out that the Wall Street Journal includes the opening paragraph of each article on the front page, and suggested that perhaps we should do the same thing.  Jon Luckstead pointed out that the Chronicle of Higher Education does the same thing.

Teresa Beasley mentioned the community college statistics published in the October 6-8, 2006, edition of USA Today which reported that the “Top reasons or goals students cite for attending community college” are: obtain an associate degree (57%), transfer to a four-year college (48%), obtain/update job skills (41%), and self improvement (40%).  She pointed out that, since the percentages don’t add to 100, students were obviously allowed to choose more than one.  Rebecca Tate mentioned that some associate community colleges with workforce education only.  This refutes that.

Meeting adjourned at 3:28 pm.

George N. Jackson, recording
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