TCCTA 2008 Great Teaching Roundup Evaluation Form Responses

T Bar M Resort, New Braunfels, Texas

May 12-15, 2008 – 23 Participants

What valuable insights did you gain from this year’s Great Teaching Roundup?

I definitely picked up some new teaching strategies to employ in my classroom.

Learned additional insights in how to meet teaching challenges. Learned more approaches to teaching in the “Non-Astounding Teaching Techniques.”

Across disciplines, our teaching issues are similar. The need to motivate both students and colleges to continue excellence is clear.

You can always learn new ways, ideas, strategies from others. I will find a way to implement as many of those into my courses.

Interesting meeting other instructors.

It was great to share teaching methods and experiences with the Roundup participants – I made many new friends.

New websites to go to (kingshield procedure, e-pens, etc). Really liked “book” review even though I do not have time to read – marked for future reference.

Critical thinking ideas. Thoughts on how to improve lab. Realization that I am not alone – we all have down days and common issues.

Teaching techniques, non-astounding tips, how to enrich my classroom, how to motivate my students

Great interaction with others.

There were so many I can’t begin to list! I am able to fill in my gaps and feel more confident. It was very reassuring to hear about other’s experiences!

Don’t take yourself too seriously.

Insights: 1) That networking with peers from various disciplines strengthens the depth of one another, 2) That is the power of people (passion) that determines the outcome(s).

Got some good “un-astounding” ideas for the classroom. Was inspired to hear instructors from other disciplines having the same challenges.

So many things! I think the greatest insight I gained was how much we all have in common – and how important it is to communicate with faculty in different departments.

Engaging the human factor in colleagues beyond my own campus – lots of dedications, competence, warmth and creativity amongst us.

The Roundup was a unique experience in that I met interesting individuals from all over Texas who had valuable insights to teaching.

Networking; pedagogy is a focus which most benefited from; specific strategies helpful;

More passion!

Great websites and reading suggestions.

Truly enjoyed the sharing among faculty. This is a way for us to get rejuvenated.

Creative ways to step up new classes. Great insight about success and teaching styles.

What changes to the Roundup would you like to see?

I’d like to see a less structured schedule. I’ve heard from former participants that the fun/activities for relaxation were more in the past. This was my first time attending, but overall it was great!

Change in location to more “reasonably exclusive” place. Try to work in schedule of lists of outside/offsite activities (e.g. – tours).

Perhaps it would be good to bring handouts with materials aggregated from previous roundups.

A more active icebreaker – knots on a rope, throw stuffed animals to get names of participants, etc.

Better food.

I would like to see another location. Also, more activities for free time – group tours, etc. to points of interest.

Perhaps a few days after semester (a bit later in the month). I would have liked a bit more time to prep for assignments.

More team-building activities. Interactive teaching techniques – more sessions.

Too much downtime – organize some interaction during those times not related to same topics – create new topics – new areas to explore. There was little discussion of future, of change, chance to excel.

I would have like a session that dealt with our disciplines. Other subjects were very valuable.

Expand the book discussion to a show and tell, i.e. more than just books.

Drawing a blank =)

Liked the format.

I would like to see a group “activity” where we all go somewhere together to sight see, or do something active (hiking, kayaking, etc).

Whatever comes, according to the chemistry of particular participants – thus no change in “format” – free format is called for.

Perhaps find a way to conduct the evening meeting sometime during the day as opposed to the evening. The current schedule produced a really long day.

I didn’t see to many solutions offered – expertise (other than opinion)? Explain the model used (mentioned on opening). Heads up on activities.

Better food – healthier food.

More rural setting like Lazy Hills where people meet in lounge to watch TV. No TVs in rooms.

Add in an organized activity at the facility.

I didn’t see that their needed to be any changes.

Comments about facilities:

The facilities were excellent!

Good rooms, but too many other people (kids...) running around.

Facility was physically beautiful, but could have been used for activities. Food was terrible.

The rooms were fine. The food was OK, but we needed more outside activities to do on free time (like float the river, etc).

No problem.

I was disappointed in the food choices. Also the lack of flavor in the food. 

My room was neat, clean, had everything I needed and had a great cleaner Martha. Food was average.

I enjoyed the facilities. Personally, I had no issues.

Don’t have it at the T Bar M again – the food was VERY bad. Resort service was terrible.

Rooms were good. Food was horrible – no taste, no choice, all starches – very disappointing, especially when you saw what other groups had. 

Need more food variety/better quality. Setting was beautiful/rooms fine!

Great – in fact we failed to use the facility to its fullest.

Room, food and conference facility acceptable (except coffee maker in room defunct – Bummer!)

Adequate.

The food was not very good – no real “choices,” few healthy options (lots of fried stuff). Rooms were OK – comfortable beds.

Fine setting for retreat.

The food was rather lacking!

Fabulous! Absolutely perfect – restful, relaxing, and renewing.

Good.

Gorgeous scenery, friendly, comfortable rooms. More remote would be better though.

The facility was great. =)

Great facilities.

Comments about facilitators:

Excellent! Fun to learn from as well as everyone else!

Everyone’s excellent and perceptive. Bravo – Zulu!

Facilitators did a good job keeping us moving.

They were great! Each one had their own way of thinking, but were able to pull us together.

Very good.

They were committed and energetic.

I liked them all – did not get to know Helen as I was never in her group.

I would have liked to spend a bit more time with Tim and Helen. Laurie was great behind the scenes. David lead with quite the soft touch.

Fabulous! Each one brought a unique strength to the forum.

Great – maybe a bit more structure. Liked the “readings.”  :)

Fabulous! Loved talent show and half happy hour!

They really did a great job.

Excellent: Approachable, organized, down-to-Earth and tremendous sense of humor – Wonderful!

Enjoyed them.

They were great! They have a lot of experience to offer and were friendly. I enjoyed working with all of them.

Glad to meet them – fine people.

The facilitators were wonderful. They contributed to the group discussions.

Fabulous! Non-threatening which led to openness from participants.

Good.

The best! They rock!

Great people who gave us wonderful insights.

Very knowable and kept everyone on track.

Other:

Meals are sub-par to my expectations for the amount of money paid.

I enjoyed meeting others from different disciplines. It is amazing that we have so many talented teachers across our state. This opportunity rocks!!

Very different to any other conference/workshop I have attended, but I made many new connections.

I came in with the idea that I would use this for Micro. I gathered lots of ideas for Nutrition however and got rejuvenated.

Loved the No Talent Show and happy hour. I loved meeting all the people whose motivations and goals are the same as mine! Very energizing.

Now I get to revise my syllabus!

Social games, Horseshoes, Washers.

Thank you! Keep up the Round-Up. This is the first workshop that I have attended that was governed and navigated by the participants = Worthwhile and valuable! Love the evening social networking times too!

The meals were a problem. No choice in entree. Too much starch. More fresh veggies.

I really enjoyed the Round-Up. I learned lots, got to meet some great people, and had a chance to relax and unwind – THANK YOU!

This was an illuminating retreat.

I would have appreciated if the disciplines had an opportunity to group up as well.

Life at Lazy Hills rocked!

Had a great time.
