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To set the mood for the entire semester, we try to make the first class in every course in Process Technology as up-beat as possible.  We emphasize that this course will be a positive experience and that the student has a critical job to contribute by oral and written expression.

Everybody gets to stand up and introduce his/herself.  The teacher sets the stage for this by introducing him/herself using a list of subjects written on the board.  In this way, the students will introduce themselves using the same outline or list.  The list includes:

     Name

     Where they work

     What they do

     Where they grew up

     Family

     Why they are in Process Technology

     Best experience to date

     What they hope to get out of the course

Importantly, we ask students to work in groups to solve class problems covering that day's subject matter as the course progresses.  A scribe or spokesperson for the group stands up, and using the extensive audio-visual equipment, presents the group's work to the rest of the class.  The scribe or spokesperson changes for each assignment.

In this manner, students get used to being the center of attention and presenting their work to the class.  They gain confidence in their understanding of the course subject matter.  They begin to feel comfortable in explaining to others their thought processes in coming to the conclusions or answers the group developed.  They start to learn to think on their feet and defend their positions.
