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Blinn College has been through several changes in the Learning Management Systems. Back in 1999/2000 the first distance education classes were conducted using the WebCT system. As contracts expired and as the number of classes grew, Blinn chose to stay with the WebCT system. Each new version added new features and options for faculty.


More faculty came on board and the Distance Education department grew to accommodate more classes and more students taking Internet classes. Faculty training became required in order to conduct classes over the Internet. Other faculty began to use the system to support their classroom classes as well.

There are several thousand students currently using some WebCT in some form or another. Blinn serves students across the planet as they pursue their higher education. Blinn has currently outgrown the WebCT system and as the current contract came to an end, a committee was assembled to explore other LMS and recommend a choice to the administration and board.


The committee met several times during the Fall 2007 semester and examined several other LMS products. The committee chose the Angel Learning System. This was when the challenges started.


First, the current Dean of Distance education resigned. There was no faculty co- or assistant chair of the committee to push the decision forward. So the recommendation sat on desk of the Vice President of Academic Affairs for nearly 6 weeks before action was taken. This delayed and compressed the transition to the new system. It was originally planned to have training in the Spring 2008 semester with pilot classes being taught in the summer. Now the training is done during the summer with pilot classes in the Fall 2008 semester. All faculty will need to migrate to the new system for Spring 2009 classes since the contract with WebCT will have expired.

Thanks to the staff of 2 in our Distance Education department, the migration to Angel is going well. There are other staff members helping out in the transition, in addition to the original faculty committee members who are getting ready to conduct their classes in the Fall 2008 semester.


There are many challenges ahead, but due to the coordination and dedication of a few staff and faculty, the transitions from one version of WebCT to the next went well. The transition to Angel will also be smooth.
