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1) How did it come about/Who started it?

The overall goal of the Philippines service learning project was to investigate international service learning opportunities as an honor’s program component that integrates geology with service learning. Drs. Cherith Letargo and Brian Shmaefsky formed networks in the Philippines so students can study geology in an area known for diverse geological features that result in natural disasters affecting the health and well-being of people. Dr. Letargo developed this aspect of the project. Dr. Shmaefsky developed a service learning component that integrated into the course to teach students how to use their academic skills to help improve the lives of people displaced and made indigent by natural disasters. The outcome of the travel was to build an honors section of geology in which students study natural disasters in the Philippines and then work on projects with the Gawad Kalinga organization to restore communities devastated by the natural disasters.

2) Who is charged with primary responsibility for the program? What support does the program receive from the senior leadership of the institution?

Dr. Letargo is responsible for the geology component and Dr. Shmaefsky is involved with the service learning aspects and any biological principles.  The college administration has provide much support through funding and facilitating the operation of the project. 

3) How is it sustained? What is its budget?

The project was originally funded by a grant from the Lone Star College System Faculty International Explorations program.  Student travel is partly funded by scholarships and through community fundraising.  Sustainability is through permanent partnerships with Filipino American communities in the Houston area and with Gawad Kalinga organization in the Philippines.  It can cost $2,400 per student for travel and accommodations for the service period in the Philippines.

Continuous funding is being secured through outreach and dissemination. For example, the following presentations were given after the first travel experience to the Philippines:

· Service Learning Day, Montgomery College, 18 April 2007. 

· 4th Annual International Education Conference, Cy-Fair College, 20 April 2007. 

· Kingwood Rotary Club, Kingwood, Texas, 17 May 2007.

· UNESCO International Conference on Sustainability Perspectives for Higher Education, San Luis Potosi, Mexico, 5-7 July 2007.

· NHMCCD Academy Fellows Growth Meeting, Kingwood, Texas, 9 August 2007.

· International Service Learning Conference, Utah Valley Univeristy, Provo, UT, 2-3 October, 2008.

The project was well-received and was perceived as a model for other international service learning initiatives. In addition, the presentations developed partnerships to assist with further service learning projects in the Philippines and other developing nations in the future.
4) How does this benefit your students, college, and community?

The project contains the following service learning components that benefit students, college, and community:

· Promotes learning through active participation in service experiences 

· Provides structured time for students to reflect by thinking, discussing and/or writing about their service experience 

· Provides an opportunity for students to use skills and knowledge in real-life situations 

· Extends learning beyond the classroom and into the community 

· Fosters a sense of caring for others locally and globally.

· Fosters sustainable planning by encouraging the development of continuing projects having long-term outcomes. 

· Links to academic content and standards to real world issues and situations.

· Involves students in helping to determine and meet real, defined community needs

· Is reciprocal in nature by benefiting both the community and the service providers by combining a service experience with a learning experience.

· The context of the project overlaps with other subject areas while achieving appropriate geology learning goals.

· It facilitates sustainability by providing long-term and systematic projects for resolving sustainable development issues.

5) Are there vendors or other outside resources you used that you would recommend to others?

· Seek out non-governmental assistance agencies in countries you wish to do service. 

· Seek out local community groups composed of people from the countries you wish to do service.

6) What advice would you offer to another institution that might consider implementing such a program?

· Consult with someone who had success with similar endeavors. 

· Find creative ways to get students to seek funding.

· Seek funding from foundations that work in the country you want to do service.

· Become familiar with the US Department of State: Travel Warnings & Consular Information Sheets at travel.state.gov/travel/warnings.html.

