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1) How did it come about/Who started it?

In 1997, I applied for Fulbright’s Group Projects Abroad.  I received three consecutive grants from the U.S. Department of Education.  Since then, I have carried out 20 travel/study abroad projects in Turkey.  The trips are in Spring and May Breaks.  Students can get six hours of credit.   Any community member may join our tours.

2) Who is charged with primary responsibility for the program? What support does the program receive from the senior leadership of the institution?

The primary responsibility of carrying out the project is with Dr. Manoucher Khosrowshahi (Dr. K.), political science professor at Tyler Junior College.  The leadership provides guidance and moral support to advance global education at our college.

3) How is it sustained? What is its budget?

Tyler Junior College is a non-profit organization.   Participants pay for the cost of the trip by themselves.   By traveling as a group, you save a great deal.   We get discounted group rates for the airfare and accommodations, which are the biggest costs. Tour fees cover airfare, all transportation within the country, double room accommodation, trip guides, admission fees, reading materials, two to three meals daily, postage, and orientation costs.  TJC’s many in kind contributions reduce the cost of the projects and makes them affordable to students and others. 

4) How does this benefit your students, college, and community?

The purposes of our tours are educational and fun.  TJC projects offer participants an opportunity to journey to other countries to examine a situation first-hand, to see beyond what is communicated by the mass media. By joining one of our tours, students and community members have the chance to learn about unfamiliar cultures, meet with people from all walks of life, establish meaningful relationships with people from other countries, and shop. 

  

5) Are there vendors or other outside resources you used that you would recommend to others?

No, Dr. K. takes care of all the details for the trip.  No commercial vendor is used.

6) What advice would you offer to another institution that might consider implementing such a program?

Planning is everything and plan is nothing.  When you plan ahead, any project will have great chance of success.  

