Publications Committee

Friday, October 7, 2005

Members Present: Dr. Rebecca Tate, Vice-Chair; Teresa Beasley, Judy Hart, Mark Taylor, Mark Hanna, Dr. Richard Elam, and Dr. Carol Lowe, Chair.

Others in Attendance: Scott Nelson, Associate Director TCCTA; Terry Stewart Mouchayleh, Vice-President TCCTA.

Meeting was called to order at 1:30 PM

The Chair, Dr. Lowe, asked members to look at the Messenger contents and suggest ideas for future issues.  Some discussion ensued on when the various issues came out and what the emphasis was in these issues. The September issue of the Messenger was looked at in more depth. Scott Nelson reported that December 1 was the deadline for articles to appear in the December issue.

Judy Hart suggested articles on the concept of Learning Communities or Mentoring.  

Another lengthy discussion occurred on a proposed article on textbook publishing by Jennifer Black at McLennan Community College.  Several committee members proposed that the article be pursued for a future issue, but that publishers’ representatives be allowed to express their own point-of-view on their business.

Motion was made by Mark Hanna and seconded by Judy Hart that the article on textbook publishing be accepted for possible publication.  More discussion was held on the problem of offending publishers, but that could be ameliorated by allowing a companion piece responding to the other article.

The vote on the motion was unanimous.

Dr. Lowe stated that she preferred we not spend our time generating article ideas because her experience indicated that this was usually counter-productive as few articles generated in this manner were acceptable for publication.

Teresa Beasley stated that the purpose of the Messenger was to provide general information for all teachers.  

After some discussion, the consensus decision of the committee was that each member would solicit articles on specific topics.  Judy Hart was asked to request an abstract from her Dean on the idea of Learning Communities.  

Another discussion ensued on other media available that could increase participation from our membership.  One suggestion was a “blog” like feedback, especially on Legislative action.  Vice-President Terry Mouchayleh asked if “blog” software had a cost. Mark Hanna mentioned that some could be available for free.  The committee consensus was that Richard Moore and Scott Nelson should pursue a feedback loop on all website information so that more faculty could participate.  Richard Moore should send an e-mail to all members mentioning any new features added to the TCCTA web-site.  

The committee asked that Richard Moore and Scott Nelson give us information on the implications of “ads” on the TCCTA web-site.  

Beverly Tate made a motion, seconded by Mark Taylor, that “members speak” and “call for papers” be eliminated from the Web-site.  The motion passed unanimously.

A final discussion was held on the need for a power-point presentation on TCCTA to be created in coordination with the membership committee.  Chairman Lowe will pursue that possibility.

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM

Richard Elam, Recording Secretary

